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Unit I – Essential Communications Skills
(This material is taught throughout the course sequence by both English and Social Studies teachers.)

	Essential Question: What structures are used in the English language to communicate richly and without ambiguity?

	Benchmarks (GLE’s)
	Learning Goals - Students will be able to:

	· The development of reading and speaking vocabulary is essential to literacy

· Appropriate word choice improves communication

· A variety of strategies can be used to promote comprehension

· Speaking and listening skills are necessary for effective communication

· Different types of writing are used to communicate ideas to a variety of audiences for a variety of purposes

· Readers respond to literature in many ways 

· Rules of punctuation, capitalization, and usage must be applied for effective communications

· Correct sentence structure is essential for effective communication


	Increase and apply grade appropriate vocabulary

	
	Develop, in the context of British literature study, strategies to enhance understanding of characterization, imagery, archetypes, and genres

	
	Support, recognize, and defend multiple responses to literature by including connections and evidence from the text

	
	Develop a critical stance and cite evidence

	
	Read and extract evidence from a variety of content materials, including current periodical articles

	
	Develop speaking and listening skills by formulating, expressing, and supporting an opinion/idea in both small and large group discussions

	
	Organize and support ideas in their writing by constructing fluent, focused paragraphs

	
	Demonstrate a unique voice in their writing through the use of good diction and interesting sentence variation (such as adv. and adj. dependent clauses, verbals, and appositive phrases)

	
	Use correct sentence structure, punctuation, and usage (such as good comma usage, correct placement of modifiers, and s/v/a agreement)

	
	Proofread and edit for writing conventions and grammar 


	Suggested Strategies
	· Shostak homework 

· Contextual application of vocabulary

· CAPT practice and exemplars 

· Classroom discourse 

· Peer editing and revision process

· Identification and application of cultural literacy items deriving from the Western Heritage

	Suggested Assessments
	· English departmental vocabulary quizzes

· CAPT practice (ie. Response to Literature and Writing Across the Disciplines tasks) 

· Creative and expository writing

· Tests

	Suggested Resources
	· Shostak E, CT SDE CAPT materials

	Suggested Tech Integration
	· Group editing and revision (use of Internet and projection)

	Content Vocabulary
	· Appositive, dependent clause, run-on, misplaced modifier, thesis

	Life Long Learning/ 21st Century Skills
	· Productive habits of mind

· Quality work

· Read critically

· Communicate effectively

· Collaborate and cooperate

· Core Ethical Values


Unit II – The Foundations of Western Society

	Essential Question: On what foundations were Renaissance art and society built?

	Benchmarks (GLE’s)
	Learning Goals - Students will be able to:

	· Historical events can be organized into broadly defined eras.

· Specific ideas, decisions, beliefs, circumstances and values play an important role in influencing historical events.

· Patterns of continuity and change can be seen throughout history and help us understand the present and prepare for the future.

· Literary devices and conventions help to engage the reader in the text.

· Literature helps to shape human thought.

· Culture affects the way language is used.

· Authors and readers are influenced by their individual, social, cultural, and historical context.

· Economic concepts and reasoning should be applied when evaluating historical and contemporary social developments and issues. 

· Many institutions play a role in guiding, transmitting, preserving and changing culture. 

· The United States constitutional system incorporates democratic ideas and principles that were developed in Athens and Rome, the Magna Carta, the English Bill of Rights and the Enlightenment. 

· The perspectives of various groups are evident in their art, music, literature, and media and in turn reflect and share products and practices in the overall culture.
	Identify the historical roots of the English language and Western literary themes

	· 
	Define humanism and use classical and Renaissance examples to illustrate its principles (e.g. art, music, literature)

	
	Describe the society, mindset, and role of the Roman Catholic Church in the Middle Ages, and identify Chaucer’s Canterbury Tales as a reflection on Medieval life

	
	Decode and use iconographic symbols to interpret literature, art, and architecture.

	
	Identify historical events that sparked increased learning and contact with other cultures (e.g. Crusades, Black Plague)

	
	Trace the development of Renaissance ideas in Italy, the low countries, and England

	
	Compare and contrast Western paradigms for the leader-subject relationship and the early seeds of constitutionalism

	
	Analyze the causes and effects of the Protestant Reformation as a response to practices of the Roman Catholic Church as well as historical events

	
	Analyze the language of Macbeth as a treatise on leadership in the historical context of Elizabethan England


	Suggested Strategies
	· Role play from School of Athens
· Relate era to current religious conflict in Europe

· Observation and analysis of art and architecture

· Primary source work; textbook readings    

	Suggested Assessments
	· Riddle

· Chaucerian portrait and tale

· The Prince primary source response 

· Homework checks, 

· Macbeth recitations

· Analysis of Shakespearean language,

· Tests

	Suggested Resources
	· Plato’s The Republic; Beowulf,  Andreas Capellanus’ The Art of Courtly Love, Excerpts from The Prince, Excerpts from The Distant Mirror, Northrop Frye’s Anatomy of Criticism, Macbeth, textbooks (Prentice Hall ​The English Tradition; Prentice Hall World History: Connections to Today)

	Suggested Tech Integration
	· Webquest – The School of Athens 

· CRHS film documenting British Museum trip

·  The web gallery of art, 

· Youtube - Gothic Cathedrals

	Content Vocabulary
	· Anglo-Saxon,  epic, humanism, Socratic method, caesura, kenning, feudalism, manorialism, perspective, patron, secular, gothic architecture, 95 Theses, Protestantism, vernacular, Calvinism, anti-Semitism, printing press, alliteration, enjambment, iambic pentameter, rhyming couplet, iconographic symbols, Great Chain of Being

	Life Long Learning/ 21st Century Skills
	· Productive habits of mind

· Quality work

· Read critically

· Communicate effectively

· Collaborate and cooperate

· Access and process information

· Core Ethical Values


Unit III:  Scientific Revolution and the Age of Exploration  

	Essential Question:  How does new thinking and ambition change western perspective?

	

	Benchmarks (GLE’s)
	Learning Goals - Students will be able to:

	· Historical events can be organized into broadly defined eras.

· Different types of writing are used to communicate ideas to a variety of audiences for a variety of purposes

· Specific ideas, decisions, beliefs, circumstances and values play an important role in influencing historical events.

· Chance events have important effects on history.

· Advances in communication and transportation impact globalization, cooperation and conflict, the environment, security, popular culture, political systems, and religion.

· The distribution of natural resources drives world trade and has global consequences.
	Assess the revolutionary nature of the scientific method and its challenge to existing ideas.

	
	Identify specific individuals who made progress in the sciences and explain the significance of those contributions.

	
	Analyze changes in essay style and argumentation that accompanied the Scientific Revolution.

	
	Describe how a variety of factors (scientific, political, economic, social, religious) led to global exploration.

	
	Analyze the impact of exploration and global trade on European society and culture: for example, the economic impact of the Columbian exchange and the use of the concept of the ‘New World’ in Shakespeare’s The Tempest

	
	Explain how scientific thinking influenced people’s views of self and society


	Suggested Strategies
	· Compare impacts and issues of developments in globalization/technology today with those of this period

· Economics simulation

· Textbook readings

· Historical map work

	Suggested Assessments
	· Simulated historical writing

· Homework checks 

· Tests

	Suggested Resources
	· Galileo’s trial film, PBS Galileo website, Francis Bacon’s Novum Organum, textbook

	Suggested Tech Integration
	· Interactive site testing Galileo’s experiments http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/nova/galileo/experiments.html; 

· Short film on Descartes

	Content Vocabulary
	· Joint stock company, mercantilism, scientific method, Columbian exchange, deductive reasoning, inductive reasoning, aphorism, heliocentric

	Life Long Learning/ 21st Century Skills
	· Productive habits of mind

· Quality work

· Read critically

· Communicate effectively

· Collaborate and cooperate

· Access and process information

· Core Ethical Values


Unit IV:  The Enlightenment

	Essential Question:  How does faith in human reason lead to new social debates? 

	

	Benchmarks (GLE’s)
	Learning Goals: Students will:

	· Historical events can be organized into broadly defined eras.

· Specific ideas, decisions, beliefs, circumstances and values play an important role in influencing historical events.

· There are specific features and patterns associated with different forms of government.

· The United States constitutional system incorporates democratic ideas and principles that were developed in Athens and Rome, the Magna Carta, the English Bill of Rights and the Enlightenment. 

· Various individuals and groups propose solutions to current issues that are both relevant and logical from their own perspective.

· Literature helps to shape human thought 

· Authors and readers are influenced by their individual, social, and historical contexts

· Speaking and listening skills are necessary for effective communication

· Literary devices and conventions help to engage the reader in the text
	Analyze the benefits and drawbacks of absolutism.

	
	Trace the evolution of the concept of limited government and demonstrate how Enlightenment ideas are evident in the US system. 

	
	Identify the causes and outcomes of the English Civil War and Glorious Revolution and examine the effects of the English Civil War on poetry

	
	Describe the complexities of participatory government, especially as they became evident during Cromwell’s interregnum

	
	Examine and practice the emerging literary form of the informal essay

	
	Define satire and describe its use as a tool for exposing social defects 

	
	Explain how people applied new intellectual freedom and the scientific method to their understanding of society.

	
	Research and portray individual Enlightenment figures to discern and restate their critical stances on the issues of the day


	Suggested Strategies
	· Comparison of Locke to Jefferson

· Role-play salons in which students portray writers, thinkers, artists, and political figures of the time discussing a specific question of the day (3 groups)

	Suggested Assessments
	· Elements of the Salon project – research, portrayal, memorization, reflection; student informal essays;  [Thesis paper described in Unit VIII will be concurrent with this unit]

	Suggested Resources
	· Carpe Diem Cavalier poetry; Milton’s Paradise Lost; Swift’s A Modest Proposal & Thoughts on Various Subjects, primary sources – Hobbes, Locke, Declaration of Independence, Excerpts from movie Cromwell; Monty Python’s ‘Oliver Cromwell’; Donne; Pope; Johnson; Adam Smith – Wealth of Nations, Pepys Diary; Addison and Steele’s The Tatler & The Spectator; textbooks

	Suggested Tech Integration
	· Interactive website on Cromwell

· Internet access to artwork

	Content Vocabulary
	· Divine right, separation of powers, natural rights, absolutism, satire, conservative, capitalism, legitimacy, bourgeoisie, checks and balances, natural law, constitutionalism, neo-Classicism; restoration Era; cavalier, Rump Parliament,  Carpe Diem, Metaphysical poetry; metaphorical conceit, apostrophe (personifying an abstraction)

	Life Long Learning 21st Century Skills
	· Productive habits of mind

· Quality work

· Read critically

· Communicate effectively

· Collaborate and cooperate

· Access and process information

· Core Ethical Values


Unit V:  The Age of Revolution

	Essential Question:  How does the realization of Enlightenment ideas lead to revolution?

	

	Benchmarks (GLE’s)
	Learning Goals: Students will:

	· Specific ideas, decisions, beliefs, circumstances and values play an important role in influencing historical events.

· Patterns of continuity and change can be seen throughout history and help us understand the present and prepare for the future.

· The media influence common values and government; governments use the media to inform and influence.

· Various systems of government confer different rights and responsibilities upon their citizens.

· Economic concepts and reasoning should be applied when evaluating historical and contemporary social developments and issues.
	Identify the philosophical, social, and economic causes of the French Revolution.

	
	Describe the episodes of the French Revolution and apply Crane Brinton’s analysis of Revolution to historic and current revolutions

	
	Evaluate what causes revolutions to succeed or fail.

	
	Identify tools for encouraging rebellion and nationalism (including press/arts)

	
	Trace the events of Napoleon’s rise  to power and the Napoleonic wars

	
	Examine the impact of the French Revolution and the Napoleonic wars on the rest of Europe, including impact on media, literature, and the arts


	Suggested Strategies
	· Examine artwork for propaganda and historical content; compare French Revolution and revolutionary patterns to the Arab Spring

	Suggested Assessments
	· Graphic representation of Brinton’s thesis; homework checks, testing

	Suggested Resources
	· Excerpts from Crane Brinton – The Anatomy of Revolution, Mary Wollestonecraft – Vindication of the Rights of Women; French Revolution film from History Channel; textbook

	Suggested Tech Integration
	· Edward Tufte graphic on Napoleon in Russia; Web resource on British response to Revolution (britainreactstotherevolution.wordpress.com)

	Content Vocabulary
	· Deficit spending; debt service; left, right, center, moderate, radical, liberal, conservative, capitalism, legitimacy, pendulum theory of revolution, J-theory of revolution; bourgeoisie, meritocracy, republic, constitutionalism, propaganda, The Marseillaise

	Life Long Learning 21st Century Skills
	· Productive habits of mind

· Quality work

· Read critically

· Communicate effectively

· Collaborate and cooperate

· Access and process information

· Core Ethical Values


Unit VI:  Industrialization and the Romantic Reaction

	Essential Question:  How do the effects of upheaval and industrialization lead to disillusionment?

	

	Benchmarks (GLE’s)
	Learning Goals: Students will be able to:

	· Culture affects the way language is used

· Literature helps to shape human thought

· Authors and readers are influenced by their individual, social, cultural, and historical contexts

· Literary devices and conventions help to engage the reader in the text

· Historical events can be organized into broadly defined eras

· A country’s potential Gross Domestic Product depends on the quantity and quality of natural resources, the size and skills of the population, and the amount and quality of its capital stock.

· Specific ideas, decisions, beliefs, circumstances and values play an important role in influencing historical events.

· Advances in communication and transportation impact globalization, cooperation and conflict, the environment, security, popular culture, political systems, and religion.

· Government has taken increasing responsibilities in managing the economy and social organization.
	Define and describe 19th Century Romanticism  as a reaction to recent social developments and the neo-classical style

	
	Explain the circumstances that led to rapid growth of industrialization.

	
	Describe the effects of industrialization on society and examine how these are manifest in the literature of the time (Jerusalem, Dickens)

	
	Analyze new ways of using imagery and other literary devices to achieve emotional response

	
	Compare the use of archetypes in 19th century literature to those from Medieval and Classical periods

	
	Discuss Frankenstein both in terms of its relationship to Enlightenment debates and the 19th century Gothic tradition

	
	Explain how industrialization and the expansion of a market economy leads to opposing theories about the role of government in the economy

	
	Explain the causes of growing nationalism and the creation of new Nation-States 

	
	Explain how urbanization and the growth of a middle class leads to increased demands for political rights

	
	Identify the mores and literature of the Victorian era as a counter-reaction to the excesses of Romanticism and as a bridge to 20th century realism


	Suggested Strategies
	· Literary analysis

· Comparison of protest movements

· Student creation of graphics representing variety of 19th Century change (maps, demographic and economic stats)

	Suggested Assessments
	· Student graphics

· Essay integrating multiple threads of 19th Century change

· Analysis of primary sources

· Testing

	Suggested Resources
	· Frankenstein; Poetry of Blake, Coleridge, Wordsworth, Shelly, Keats, Byron, Faust;   Pre-Raphaelite painters; Primary source readings, textbooks

	Suggested Tech Integration
	· Interactive website on 19th Century protest movements (www.schoolshisotry.org.uk/protestmovements.htm)

	Content Vocabulary
	· Nationalism, socialism, conservatism, liberalism (19th Century), utilitarianism, Malthusian ,Laissez-Faire, Marx, elegy, Darwin, suffrage, malaise, imperialism, ode, gothic (19th century literature), Prometheus, luddite, chartist, pogrom, Zionism

	Life Long Learning 21st Century Skills
	· Productive habits of mind

· Quality work

· Read critically

· Communicate effectively

· Collaborate and cooperate

· Access and process information

· Core Ethical Values


Unit VII:  The Early 20th Century

	Essential Question:  How does a crisis of faith in institutions shape the new century?

	

	Benchmarks (GLE’s)
	Learning Goals: Students will be able to:

	· Culture affects the way language is used

· Specific ideas, decisions, beliefs, circumstances and values play an important role in influencing historical events.

· Chance events have important effects on history.

· Global conflicts that are unable to be resolved through diplomacy may lead to war.

· The media influence common values and government; governments use the media to inform and influence.

· Boundaries are often subject to change as a result of many factors at the local, regional, national, and international levels.

· Discovery of and competition for resources leads to multiple conflicts.

· The scarcity of productive resources requires the development of economic systems to make decisions about how goods and services are to be produced and distributed.

· Patterns of continuity and change can be seen throughout history and help us understand the present and prepare for the future.

· There are specific features and patterns associated with different forms of government.

· Democracy is fragile and is dependent on other structures in society.

· Many different ethnic and religions groups have benefited from or been the target of government policy and programs.
	Explain how industrialization leads to competition for overseas territories.

	
	Explain how industrialism, nationalism, militarism, and imperialism shaped the outbreak of World War I.

	
	Enumerate the events of 1914 that led to the outbreak of war

	
	Evaluate the impact of industrialization on the experience of war as it is manifest through changes in World War I poetry (esp. trench warfare as described by Brooke)

	
	Analyze the extent to which the Russian Revolution fits the pattern of revolution.

	
	Explain Animal Farm as an allegory for the Russian Revolution

	
	Explain why post-war attempts to establish collective security failed.  (Versailles)

	
	Compare and contrast the central tenets of classical liberalism, communism, and fascism.

	
	Explain why the conflicting ideologies in the 1920s and 1930s appealed to specific inter-war European populations.

	
	Evaluate the degree to which certain circumstances can empower extremism and can lead to violations of human rights (rise of Fascism)

	
	Describe the causes, events, and results of World War II.

	
	Describe the modern protagonist as an ironic (Frye) and dehumanized hero


	Suggested Strategies
	· Examination of primary resources (statistical analysis)

· Analysis of Animal Farm
· Versailles treaty simulation

	Suggested Assessments
	· Progressive map identification 

· Analysis of primary sources

· Tests 

· Homework checks

	Suggested Resources
	· poetry of Wilfred Owen, textbooks, Animal Farm. The Destructors, The Death of the Ball Turret Gunner

	Suggested Tech Integration
	· BBC website – World War I 

	Content Vocabulary
	· Berlin Conference, socialism, communism, alliance system, balance of power, Balkanization, militarism, proletariat, allegory, fable, totalitarianism, realism, Zimmerman note, ultimatum, blank check, 14 points, collective security, fascism

	Life Long Learning 21st Century Skills
	· Productive habits of mind

· Quality work

· Read critically

· Communicate effectively

· Collaborate and cooperate

· Access and process information

· Core Ethical Values


Unit VIII:  The Western Heritage in the Modern World

(This material is presented, referenced, and reinforced throughout the course; the thesis paper coincides with the Enlightenment Unit.)
	Essential Question: How do the current countries of Europe address their challenges individually and collectively?

	Benchmarks (GLE’s)
	Learning Goals: Students will:

	· Boundaries are often subject to change as a result of many factors at the local, regional, national and international levels.

· Supranational organizations seek to coordinate global efforts to maintain security, protect human rights, improve living standards and resolve conflicts peacefully. 

· There are specific patterns and features associated with different forms of government.

· Government has taken increasing responsibilities in managing the economy and social organization.

· The knowledge of production, distribution, and consumption are integral to the analysis of public issues and the development of an economic plan.

· Governmental policies can enable or disenfranchise individuals of different cultures from participating in a society and its economy.
	Locate and identify the current countries of Europe, as well as important physical features and major capitals

	
	Identify the current state and supra-national structures of Europe 

	
	Compare the government and economic structures and philosophies of European countries 

	
	Identify the structures and powers of the European Union

	
	Analyze the effects of economic and political integration of the countries of Europe on its character and global role

	
	Describe the complications of the policy-making process in democratic government

	
	Analyze the policy-making process through investigation and presentation of a policy formulated on a specific issue by a current European government


	Suggested Strategies
	· Introduce European Union as a (surprising) result of the sequence studied in the course

· Map exercises

· Student-generated graphics summarizing current governmental structures

· Discussion and application of material to current events 

· CAPT-style practice

· Thesis paper

	Suggested Assessments
	· Progressive map identification testing (throughout course; number of items increases each quarter); 

· CAPT style practice; 

· Thesis paper on policy-making in a current European country

	Suggested Resources
	· Current media sources, CIA Factbook, European Union Documents 

	Suggested Tech Integration
	· Interactive geography quiz - http://ilike2learn.com/; 

· Country websites; 

· European Union website

	Content Vocabulary
	· Policy; parliamentary structure; European Union, NATO, Euro, Welfare state, economic integration

	Life Long Learning 21st Century Skills
	· Productive habits of mind

· Quality work

· Read critically

· Communicate effectively

· Collaborate and cooperate

· Access and process information

· Core Ethical Values
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